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Sieur G, B. 
CRT OF THE PROCESDINGS OF Tite 0m AUNUAL CONFERENCE HELD AT VICTORY 


HOUoL ELCSSts a a 
Ee we is ayy 54a, 


Fol RUS Teas, 


The General Secretary called the Conference to order at 11 a.m. 


Chairman - A. Price. 
Vice-Chairman - R. Ambridge. 
Tellers - A. Snellgrove and K. Francois. 


The General Secretary informed the Conferenos that he had been 
instructed by the 41st E.C. to request urgency from them in order to 
place before them an issue concerning the paid propagandist, and sesk 
their recommendations thereon, 


Resolution - R. McLaughlin Junr. (S.W. bondon) end F, Lawrence (Blooms- 
bury) "That urgency be granted to the General Seoretary first 
business after lunch on Saturday" Agd., 


REPORT OF THE 40TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
BRANCHES AND MEMBERSHIP. 


It was agreed under this item to take a number of items for discussion, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (1) - Bloomsbury Branch. "Are the methods sdopted 
or admitting members to e Party satistactory?" 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (44) - South-West London Branch. "That in future 
each branch should appoint a committee of three for the purnose of 
interviewing applicants for membership, and report to the branch." 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (111) - Paddington Branch. "Ig examination of 
applicants for Party membership always carried out in a msnner to ensure 
thet the Party maintain a high standard of scientific socialist 
knowledge?" ; : : 


Resolution - F. Lawrence and L. Whale (Bloomsbury) "That this Confer-=" 
ence recommends that a gpecial meeting of branch organisers be cslled 
to-.dis¢uss the method of admission to the Party" 4 


In support of the resolution it was seid. that such a meeting would 
save the Conference much time in discussion. A meeting of branch 
orgenisers would make it possible ta exchange views on the methods 
edopted by branches for admitting members. A co-ordinated statement 
could then be.placed before a future conference or delegate meeting, 
A Hackney Branch delegate stated that his Branch's view was thet the 
method of questioning an applicant by the whole branch should be 
adhered to. : 

The resolution was carried 27-1, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (iv) - Bloomsbur Branch. "Thet the privete 
Conduet of a member can be of serious injury to the Party, and if, d 
in a particular instance, the E.C. is reasonably convinced that it 1s, 
the E.C. shall be at liberty to conduct an investigesation." 


A Bloomsbury Branch delegate opened by saying that while on the 
surface it would appear that there could be no disagreement on this 
item, his branch were of the opinion that some members held the view 
that the conduct of members in their private lives could not be 
detrimental to the interests of the Party, snd should not therefore 
at any time be the subject of enquiry. It wes claimed that the 
private lives of members should not be investigeted, that the Party 
was a political and not an ethical orgsnisation. The Perty should 
not be in a position to pass judgement on activities forced on mem- 
bers by their class position. 


a 


should ax 
Possible 
Conferan 


- 2- 


, wag said that conduct outside the provies: 
of tne ease enh bof P. might be letrinentel to the Party, 


; n ledone) "In futu 

= C8 Haoknoy) and S. Leight (Maryle 

Rae ee tee the cage actions detrimental to the interes 
of the Party be interpreted to mean those actions which are in 
defiance of Party Rules end Principles" ost 7-1". 


Resolution - L. Whale and F. Lawrence "That the privete conduct ee 
member oan be of serious ifjury to the Party, end if, in 4 particulier 
instance the E.C. 1g reasonably convinced thet it is, the B.C. shel! 
be at liberty to conduét an investigsetion” 


A delegatc asked the Conference to oppose the resolution on the 
grounds that. while its wording seemed harmless, the spirit of it 
would lead to unnecessary and harmful enquiries into the private 
activities of members, 

The resolution was lost 15-24. 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION {¥) - South-West London Branch. "That the sttenticn 


of members be particularly drawn to Rule © es Tnéorporated in the Men- 
bership Card." , 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (vii) - South-West London Branch. "Theat the Rule 


Book be incorporated In the Membership Card, and a charge of 3d. be 
made." : ss 


Item for discussion (vii) was moved as a resodlutio ; 
Junr, and F. Walker (S.W. London). ee eel in 


The §.W. London delegetes claimed that it we 
members had at all times the rules with siecle ius igh te 
cards. In practice it had been found thet when the rules were 
discussed very few members hed them with them. In opposition the 
question ie cost bli het oc meee thet those members who dia not 
at present cerry rule books wou probably be fi to «@ 
their membership cards either. — x es a ee sera 

The resolution was lost 15-21, F a 


(c) Discussion Groups. A member from Bristol said that m r 
area had- been grateful for the: adutetente given by | aes 
and, suggested that other branches might "adopt" provincial discussion 
groups. The Central Branch Secretary gave his view that while 
branch help was of value, the "adoption" of groups by braneohes would 
make the organising work mare involved and complicated with unnecess- 
ary duplication. : : “ ed 


(4) Report of Central Organiser, —_— , . 
couse 


Resolution - I. Groves (Chiswick) and Bell (To 
Central Organiser's report be referred back" 


It was claimed that the report was not of work d 
to have been drawn from branch forms "€". Nor 
a previous. Party instruction that. the Central 0 
tain closer contact with branches. Delegates 
C.0.%s statement on branches with in 
stating that this apparent weakne ] 
by reference to the branches conc 
In answer to a cuestion the 
knowledge there were no "Terms 
Central Organiser. °. 
In opposition to the resoluti 
Central Organiser's work was to 
E.C. Feport, If no terms of 7 
consequently no instructi: 
should not be: referred back. 
there were in fact terms of : 


ar 


act ex officio on all sub-conmmitteos, It was not physically 
ble to visit all brenches, and if he were to report fully the 
erence Agenda would be unduly lengthened. Brenches hed an 
rtunity of explaining arrears of dues in the remarks column of 
Zorn "C", 

he resolution was lost 14-25. 


olution - Lawrence end J. Dlarcy (Bloomsbury) "Theat this Conference 
Zaces on record that the statement in the Contral Orgsniser's report 
regarding branches end arrears of dues was drawn up without contacting 
the branches concerned on the matter" Lost 16-17, 


Resolution - R. McLaughlin Junr. and Walker "That the Central 
Qrgeaniser report to the H.C. on whet action he hes taken to give 
effect to the 1943 Conference instruction to pay closer personol 
attention to branches" Cd. 5=2% 


PROPAGANDA. 


(a) 1943 Delegate Meeting recommendetion on further full-time propa- 
gandist. Under this item @ Conference considered the request from 
the 4ist E.C. to state 1f they were in fevour of the immediste 
appointment of a psid provincial propagandist/organiser. 


Resolution - McLaughlin Junr, and Walker "Theat this Conference is in 
favour of the immediate appointment of a paid provincial vropegandist/ 
organiser" 


Amendment ~ Leight and Fenwick (Marylebone) "That this Conference does 
not consider that the time is ripe for the appointment of e full-time 
paid provincial propagendist/organiser but recommends the immediate 
appointment of a paid propagandist whose work will be mainly in London 
and will occasionelly be available in the provinces" 


In support of the resolution it was claimed that London wes already 
well provided for by propagandists. The report on Discussion Groups 
showed the need for sustained propaganda. A delegate said that from 
his experienee he had found that there was a great need in the 
provinces for Socialist propaganda. 

In support of the amendment it was pointed out thet the last Dele- 
gate Meeting had recommended the appointment of a full-time peid 
propegandist, the view being that the Party needed another paid 
speaker on the same lines as the present one. The Delegate Meeting 
knew what it wanted and the appointment of a propagandist, the value 
of whose work we could know beforehand, wes preferable to the apnoint- 
ment of someone whose success would be uncertain. The amendment 
would not preclude such 9 propagandist going occasionally to the 
provinces. Discussion Groups had been successful because they were 
near London where propagandists were available. 

It was claimed that the latter argument really opersted in favour 
of the resolution, 

The amendment was lost 4-32, The resolution was carried 68-0. 


(bd) 1943 Conference Resolution on Post-War Propagenda. 


RESOLUTION (A) - Bloomsbury Branch. "That this Conference welcomes 

e inguguration o 6 ovincial Organisers Fund, but recognising 
thet it may not be practicable to appoint Provincisl Organisers immed- 
jately instructs the E.C. to give forthwith every possible assistance 
and encouragement to provineial propaganda, by such means ss extended 
tours, week-end visits ete. by London propagandists, particularly to 
those centres where branches or groups have already been established." 


West Ham Branch Addendum, "Alweys providing thet the expenses cannot 
be met by the General Funds of the Party." 


In enswer to a qnestion, a Bloomsbury delegate said thet it was not 
the intention of the resolution thet the provincial organisers fund 
should be used, 
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The resolution wes carried 


The addendum was lost 13-26. 


Se a at ythend Branch. "Theat the Provineial & 
ITEM FOR Discussion (x) - SON ate intment of a neid v 
sere Fund be used only ror the immediate appointment Of 8 i. 
pe sities, nd no money donated for this purpose be used for sy 
other purpose.” 


This was moved as 9 resolution by Bowie end Andrews (Southend) and 
carried 32-0, 


(c) 1943 Delegate Mecting recommendation on Hyde Park Propagenda. 


Resolution - Fenwick and Leight "That whilst this Conference devrecates 
the holding of long meetings in Hyde Park we sre of the opinion thet 
this station merits the holding of two meetings on Sunday whilst 
deylight permits, one in the afternoon and one in the evening" 


On behalf of the resolution it was claimed that the meetings at 
this station were overwhelmingly superior to those held in other 
London areas and could be continued all through the year. The 
audiences were of an international character and we were certain of 
whe ee be pe Mae = other stations it wes very uncertsin. 

3 0 mmsnse impor 
of the other items on the aeeHaaege mace come not be 

Against the resolution it was objccted thet. 
heve been brought to Confercnee but wes one Ee te Bore ee ee ee 
Other stetions (i.e. Edinburgh) showed nearly as good results in 
literature and collections as Hyde Park with much amoller cudiences 
Too much relinnece, however, should not be pleced on statistics. ; 


Resolution - §. MeKone (Palmers Green) and Bowie Next business" 
Cd. 26-13. 


LITERATURE. 


(a) Party Publicstions (Editorial). 


Resolution - Leight end Fenwick "That this Gon ore 
dullness of the erticles in the .'S,S.? SO ae 
for this dullness is to be found in the réluctence of the Faitoriel - 
Committee to write editorisis thet are topical in character. i.e on 
questions relating to war, and its discourngement of writers who. 
submit articles around this subject" 


. 


‘Marylebone Branch delegate said that his Branch was of + 

thet the 'S.S.' could be vastly improved. Although the a 
of great intercst their propaganda value was lessened owing to the 

attitude adopted by the Party with regard to the war. Tt was claimed 
thet the Party hed thought fit te lay off questions of the. wer and 
were this attitude to be altered it would immessurably improve our 
publicotion. Conditions hed now chenged end we should speak out 
more openly. One could look through a magnifying glass into + 
"§.S.' ond not see anything sbout the war. Other arguments in 
of the resolution were that the lenguage used wos not simple eno 
for readers. More space in the 'S.S.' should be given to ques 
of Socialist theory. Some members of the Party hed stated th: 
preferred the 'Western Socialist’. It was not just a ouesti 
new writers being dull, but the old ones as well. The attit 
Party hed teken up on writing about the war had hamstrung new 
The dullness of the 'S.S.' was the wesk spot of the Party, ’ 

Against the resolution it was denied that the Sy She" Gilg ma 

metter relating to the war. The Editorial Committee did no 
the 'S.S.' but accepted artieles from members and denlt with 
the lines leid down by the Party. A member of the Edito: 
ngrced that it would be desirable to have more lively 4 
articles in the 'S.S.', but this wes not entirely whet } 
Bronch secmed to require. He referred to the December 
on statement of the Party's attitude to the present 
recently thet branches had really eecepted the P 


. 
o 


he sent wer. There werc now + lorge number of new writers 
meni they sould not be expected to display the teehniorl chtlities of 
experienced writers immedistely. It wae, however, good velicy to 
coept teriol from new writers when possible and thus enoourcen 
then. Only one srticle on wor hed been turned down in the lest 
twelvo months, snd thet wes one which did not express the Forty's 
sition. If members hed views on the wer which they soneidered 
ould go into the 'S.3.' they should submit them to the mtitorts! 
‘ommittes in written form end if turned dowm subdmit them to the K.C. 
he Editorinl Comnittce hod sttempted to heve one article o month 
ling with a porticulcr industry. The Editorial Committee and the 
tators of the Writers’ Class had nlweys tried to impress on writers 
the necessity for simple langucec. Another member of the Editorincl 
Committce ssid thet they never honrd of members who were oble to 
writc pithy erticles but were afraid to do so beceube of the attitude 
of the Party or the Editorinl Committee. In answer to a criticias 
thet the wrong erticles were chosen for the front pege and editorials 
it was claimed that this question could only be a matter of opinion, 
The resolution wes lost 5-31. 


The first dey's proceedings terminated at 6 p.m. 


— S_F Cue vap D dee 
The Conference resumed at 11 ain. 
LITERATURE (Cont. ) 
(a) Party Publications (Hditor{el) (Cont.) 
ITEN FOR DISCUSSION (viii) - Paddington Branch. "Thoet the Party should 


considcr publishing approved Sociolist forks with e Party prefece, and 
the opening of 2 bookshop by the S.P.G.B. efter the war." 


Peddington Branch dclegate claimcd thot this should be en aim for 
us as soon es the war wes over. A member of the Editoricl Committee 
agreed thet it would be adviseble to hsve Perty prefseces to any of 
Merx's or Engels's works thet might be published by us. A furthor 
suggcstion offered by 2 delegete was that the possibility should be 
considered of an outside publisher hendling Party Works. 


Resolution - May (Peddington) ond Bowie "Thet this Confcrenes recommends 
the E.C. to consider publishing a number of Socirlist Works with a 


Party preface es soon as possible" Gd. 32-0, 
° 7 ITEK FOR DISCUSSION (vi) - Islington Branch. "That the possibility of 
‘ csteblishing eo fortnightly .5.’ ag soon es conditions permit be 
investigated.” 


It was pointed out that our paper cuota preventcd such a proposal, 
Further, the Paper Control would not permit monthly publicetions 
being changed to fortnightly or weekly ones. There might also be en 
objection to 2 fortnightly issue wmtil the Party hed hed on experience 
of a greatly inercesed gele of the monthly one. It wes suggecsted 
that whon it became possible to have a fortnightly 'S.S.', a weekly 
issue would probably by then be feasible. 


RESOIWTION (D) - South-West London Brench. "Thet the B.C. be 
recomended to ask the Editorial Committee to nllocete et lenst one 
page in enoh issue of the 'S.S.' to "Answers to Correspondents'.” 


Bloomsbury Brench Amendment. "Phot the E.C. be recommended to esk the 
Bditoricl Committee to allocate such space as they may heve eveilabdle 
in each issue of the 'S.S.' to "Answers to Correspondents! .". 

It was cleimed that the edoption of this method would’ lesd to much 


greater interest in the Perty's case ond stimultte correspondents and 
sympothiscrs to writs to us. A member of the Editorial Committee 


~* 
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| a 
nape sree @orre spoententa ‘a 
informed the Conference thet at present YY Ol oe th thon 
nnowered by post om the grounds be phe deloerte antd thet — 
wee better used for articles. A Pacomeiele ee peaolutian hey 
whilst his Brenoh did not oppose tho spiri noise eetelle on & Better 
felt that Conference shonld not ley dor bee ft to the Execuesam 
of this desoription and the question should de Te : 
Committed, = wi 
Tho amendment wae cerricd 29-10, Gud. ros. Bae. 


Rosolution - Nuy and Glark (Paddington) "Thet this Conferomee 
régommunda tha B.C. to consider the pepsin tion of pampniete venting 
with fundamontal tssuce of tha So¢iniint onze, 1.8. Parliament, 
Nationelisntion, Reform or Revolution, ete." 


A member of tho Fditorial Committee atnted that n pamphlet on 
nationalisation had nlready been drafted, 
The rosolution wan oorried 38-0, 


Rosolution ~ Clark and Moy “That thia Gonfercenoe recommends the F.C. 


to consider the reviogion of all stoak pamphlets when they ovome up 
for reprinting" 


A member of the Mditorial Committee ania thrt generally pamvhlata 
word considered for revision before réiprinting. A Peddtueton de lo- 
ante in support of the rosolution oleimed that pamphlets auch an 
"Soodalism" and "Prinoiplos end Polioy" hnd not hoon reviaed when 
reprinted and some of tho reforonoos were very antiquated, What 
thoy rently wanted was that utook pamphlets should de rewritten ni 


A calli in a more apponling atylo end the reforancea drought up-to. 
ata, 


The rosolution was onrriad 34-0, 


(>) 1943 Dologato Mooting reoommondution’ on "War and the Working Close", 


RESOLUTION (C) - Hnokney Rranoh. "That ‘Wer and the Working Clpaa! 
Prought up-to-data and : ] eve 


g roprinted, inoluding the faotea thet led up to 
the present war." 


In support of tho revolution it was urgod that tho time wes now 
approprinto for roprinting "War and the Fanking Clone", The B.C. 
should not have acoopted the Editorial Committeota roport on thin 
pamphlot without vory onroful varifiention aud ohooking, For oxeme 
pio, tho stutomonts ubout proseoutiona did not justify the oaneiy 
drawn from them, No comparicon could be made batwoon the 
publiuhed by the "Dudly Worker" at the time of ites 
tho matoriul that might be published in the '8.9.', | 
guncerally truco of the basia of the other Drogeduttonn 
It would ho o tragedy for the Party if we ronohod the 
having soid so little mhout it, Rofyrenoua in the 
veorious poriodianlo were misleading end not 
No Sootalist propagondo, whether on thd war or 
the offoot of "dopresaing public aupport for 
The only drestto action that could bo takon 
event of the publiention of “War and tha We 
that pamphlet alonu would bo banned, ee 
on the wor produocd only slight results 1 
tho Govornnent would be likely to tnke na’ 

Against the ronolution 1¢ waa i271, 
should not be printed until oll th 
the Working Clues" could not be publi 
statement of tho Party's onme in viow « 
in tho Exacutive Committeo'n roport. 
hed not been donlt with by tho oupp 
thoy tho kmowledge of thse Dufenda 

tho Editorial Committos.  W a 

from our opponents on the 

war, However, the revioion ¢ 
with o view to publieation. tm 


“Sl ges 
URGENCY. 


PAID PROPAGANDIST. 


The General Seerctary under the urgeney grented him ot the beginning 
of the Conference placed before the delegetes the relevant extracts 
from the minutes of the 4lst E.C. denling with the issue that hed been 
roised between the E.C. and Comrede Turner. These extreets showed 
that the E.C. had pleced Comrede Turner's services st the disposal of 
Glasgow Branch for a period of six wecks. Comrede Turner hed then | 
informed the E.C. that he was uneble to comply with their instructions, ;{ 
his reeson being that he could not sustain the effort reonired for 
such a period, The reasons he hed put forward had then been consid- 
ercd by the E.C. who then stated that they did not consider the rersons 
advanced ade quete for any alteration to their decision. Comrade 
Turner had, however, subsequently informed the Propagends Committee 
Gin aocordence with "his previous offer) thot while he wes unoble to 
go to Scotlend for six weoks, he was sble and willing to go for .a 
fortnight. In view of the close division of opinion on the &.¢.-on 
this matter, and the possibility that consideration of the continusa- 
t20n Or Comrade Turner's appointment might arise (this appointment 
hoving becn made on a Perty recommenietion),. the E.C. had instructed 
the General Scerctary to ask for urgency at the Confercnee in order 

to plaecc the whole matter beforc the delegates ond to ask for.their 
recommendations. 


U 
U 
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A lengthy discussion ensucd: to which o number of members of the 
41st E.C. and Comrede Turner contributcd. 


Resolution - McLaughlin Senr. end Lawlor (S.W. London) "This matter be 
referred beck to the E.C. and they be recommended if in their -opinion 
the circumstences merit it to take the necessary disciplinary action 
to ensure that the decision authorised and democratically arrived at 
is implemented" Lost 12-25. 


Resolution - MeLeughlin Junr. and Lawlor "That this Conference holds 
thet eny Party official failing to carry out the instructions of the 
E.C. must resign, then toking the necessary action to appoel against 
the E.C.'s d¢ecision if he desires" Lost 14-27. 


Resolution - Weite ond Fenwick (Marylebone) "Thet this Conference 
accepts the explenation presented by Comrade Turner for fsiling to go 
to Glasgow as instructed by the E.C. and recommends the E.C. to sect 
4 eeccordingly" Lost 12-27. 


Resolution - Judd snd Leversha (Iskington) "That this ee 
: recommends to the E.C. that it accepts Comrade Turner's explanation 
ond that it settle this matter accordingly but that this Conference 
Qlso recommends that in future Party-paid officials accept decisions 
of the E.C. with leave of appeal" Lost 8-27, © 


Resolution - Nehen end Lestic (Hackney) "This Conference recommends 
the E.C. to discontinue the services of the present paid propagandist 
if he refuses to comply with the E.C.'s instructions, i.e. propaganda 
tour in Glesgow" Lost 21-22. 


Resolution - Clark and Winnie (Paddington) "This Conference recommends 
that the E.C. send Comrede Turner to Glasgow for two weeks, but thet 
his position es a paid propagendist for the Perty come up for review 
et the next delegate meeting" Lost 15-21, 


Resolution - Phillips (Birminghem) end Lawlor "This Conference 
recommends thet the attitude of the E.C. in this mattér hes been 
correct end that the B.C. take whatever action they would have done 
on a unanimous E.C. decision" Lost 10-27. 


Resolution - Senderson end Curtis (Chiswick) "That this Conference 
endorses the majority view of the E.C." Cd. 23-20. 


The second dsy's procecdings terminated et 6.13 v.m. 
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t The Confercnee resumed at 11.15 a.m. 


LITERATURE (Cont. ) 


(b) 1943 Delegate Mecting recommendetion on "War end the Working Clegg 
Gconter 


RESOLUTION (C) - Hackney Branch. Considerstion of this resolution, 
which had been moved on the previous day, wes resumed. 


A member of the Editorial Committee claimed that the policy of the 
Home Secretary appesred to be that he would not interferc with the 

? activitics of small organisations providing that their activities did 
not give an excuse for hostile agitation from influentisl cuarters. 


The resolution was lost 22-26. 


Resolution - Lawrenee and D'Arcy "That this Gonference endorses the 
‘Summary of Views of the E.C.’ om ‘War and the Working Class!" 
Can as= 15, 


| Herc the Chairman broke into the proceedings to read s letter received 
from Comrade Turner addressed to the Annual Conference resigning his 

| position of paid servant of the Socialist Party es a result of the 
dccision arrived at by the Conference delegates confirming the F.C. 
resolution that his reeson for not complying with their instructions 
wes invalid. He hoped that any reasons that he might have to give 
for his inability to carry out certsin work when undeaid would not be 
held suspeet and result in an inquisition. Further, he trusted thet 
the Party would permit him to give the same services without poyment. 


EDUCATION. 


| (c) Classes. 


Resolution - Judd ond Leversha "That the E.C.'s attention be directed 
to the necd of establishing a permanent committee to advise and 
direct those members of the Party who desire to develop into writers 
fier the Usesea : 


A member of the Editorial Committee stated thst this work was 
already being done by his committee. 
The resolution was lost 11-15. 


PUBLICITY. 


RESOLUTION (BE) - Hackney Branch. "That the Publi 
by the £.C. shall carry out organised sales of 
lets at the various large outdoor and indoor mee 
opponents." 
f Bloomsbury Branch Amendment. "thet, them eae Pe ) 
of 8 committee to carry out organised seles of boo 
lets at.the various large outdoor and indoor meeti 
opponents." 
{ > i 
Islington Braneh Amendment. ~ "That the E.C. be 
out orgeniscd sales of books and Party pemphict 
outdoor end indoor meetings of our political opn 


A member of the Publicity Committee said 
his committce was the one to do this work a 
special committee should be appointed for 
wes reised by a member tq branches hendli: 
Perty literature end the general guestio 
eture was raised. It was pointed out 


. 
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of books end pamphlets epproved by the 2.¢. as < 

to the public and elso for gale to Party salar: Ge _ 
Bloomsbury Branch amendment waa carried 26-15, : 
sub. res. oarriod 28-13, 7 


FOR DISCUSSION (ix) ~ Haeknoy Brench. "Thet postera berring the 
ot end Declaration o Prinolpics of the S.P.¢.B, including dete of 
jon be edvertised in ell brench districts including districts 
ro Centrel Branch members rosida." : 


This wns moved as a resolution by Beok end Simpson (Heckney). 


A member of the Publicity Gommittce said thrt it would be necessrry 
to heve m very large number of posters printed for this purpose end 
they would probebly become defeced in o very short time. The Paper 
Control reguistions would also heve to be considercd together’ with 
the difficulty of getting the posters printed under present-day 
conditions. Press ndverts, it wes claimed, produced better resulta 
than posters. A Glosgow Delegate said that his Breneh hed ordered 
500 posters for use in their orca, A suggcstion wes meade thet. a 
mach wider use should be made of leaflets rdvertising meetings, 
containing the Declerntion of Prineiples end other matter. Another 
delegete felt that the poster method hed never been tried end the 
iden should, be supported. 


The resolution was lost 7-29. 
_ FINANCE. 


(bo) Items of interest in Stetement of Accounts. 


A member of the Finance Committec said that the average dues pay- 
Ment over the period was 78% of the total. 


PARTIES ABROAD. 


Grectings were read to the Conference from the Socielist Perty of 
New Zealand end the Workers' Socialist Party of the U.S.A. 


Resolution - Gilmae end Lewrence (Bloomsbury) "Thet the Socialist 
Party in Annual Conference sends fraternal greetings to all compenion 
parties and unetteached socialists overseas, thenking them for their 
grectings, and’ re-affirms once egein its pledge to work for the 
overthrow of cepitalism and the triumph of socialism” Cad. unan. 


STATEMENT ON WAR. 


RESOLUTION (B) - Ghiswiek Brench. "This Conference accepts 'Socislists 
and War’, es approved by the 40th E.C., es a Party statement and 


recommends thot it be published in the revised edition of the pamphlet 
'War ond the Working. Class!,"™ 


In support of the resolution it was urged thet es the statement was 
on necurate onc the Party should have no hesitation in publishing it. 
Taking the long view it would be of value to place on record the 
attitude of socialists to war. ‘This would be pertieularly helpful 
to students. The Statement might best appear os an appendix to the 
roviaed edition of 'Wer and the Working Class', . 

The resoluvion wes opposed on the grounds of the extreme length of 
the Statement. This great length showed the hesitaney and confusion 
thot existed inside the Party on the war. issue, The historicsl 
character of the Statemeit would confuse non-socialists on the issues 
involved. A number of delegates seid that whilst their branches did 
not oppose the Statement they did not approve of it being published 
in "War and the Working Cless', Delegetes spoke in oppositian to 


the Statement on the grounds that it indicated -a veering of the “Perty 
towerds a pacifist position. 


The resolution wes lost 18-24, 


a Ore 


"That this Conferences 


Resolution - Hempson ond I. Groves B.C., as eo] 


TSocislists end Wer', os epproved by the 40th 
statement" Cd. 28-4. 


Resolution - McLaughlin Junr. «nd Heyden (S.W. London) © 
Conferenee recommends thet stocks of ‘Socialists end 
dupliceted for distribution to branches end discussion g 
required" 


Resolution - Lewrenee and D'Arcy "Next business” ca. 30 
ELECTORAL ACTION. 


Resolution - Lewrenece and D'arcy "This “Conference ac 
mendation of the 41st E.C. thet as much effort as ¢ 
dcvoted to one or more constituencies in or around ti 
Merylebone earca with © view to fighting a Parliamen 
@s soon es fcasible" 


Amendment - Waite and Fenwick "That this Conference 
=.C. to select six London constituencies, concentra 
thercin, to prepare the ground. for possible electo 
next Generel Election" ; 


I 
. 


In answer to © question the General Seerctary 
the feeling of the E.C. was thet they were justif: 
the recommendetions of. the Parliamentary Advisory 
grounis thet et this stage the number of members 
verious constituencies was not of vital importe 
erstion wos the generel response being given, 
in-the future, to our propeganda, and the st4 
with o view to electoral action would have oni 
The Paddington/Merylebone area ’had been sele 
for a number of sective membérs, and its suit 
purposes. 

In support of the resolution the view was 
edvisable to concentrate a certain amount of 
ler arce or areas rether than selecting a de 
onee end setting up the appropriate elector 
tell the workers in the srea or areas we se 
to put forwcerd perliomentary candidates if 
benefit to be gained by concentrating on a 
that we should obtain much needed advertise 

Against the rcsolution the crgument was p 

. be unwise to sclect any particular area no 
population changes efter the war, The E, 
committee: to wetch developments and make 
elcetorsl machinery etc. end report when 
to run condidotes. At the moment there y 
the Paddington/Marylebons arca. In 
tions of the Parliamentery Advisory ¢ 
undertoke the work should build up el 
Another contributor to the discussion 
tion was lergely due to 'wishful thi 
ary action must be the conscious or, 
perticular constituency. Sympat 
Concentration on either one on six 
end the provinces of propagandists 
were class conscious we should Db 
gsocielist votes. If there wastes 
would already be in existence in t 


The amendment was lost 6-28. 


Resolution - Andrews snd Bowie 
in the anme wey as resoluti 


= ii - 


Rule 4 lines 3 sn@ 
sranch excepted, Sue 


"Delete .. "meanders of 


~ a members shall sore and in 
Os ty, rl Breneh members, however, shall'." Lost 18-23, Sente . a6 
% west London Branch. Rule 12 lines 4 and 5. 


“td Perty Officiels, and those ho ig. oe ee oe 
tons eos Ca, 33-11, ng Iuli-time Peid Perty 


sx.cutive Committee. Rule 20 line 4, "Insert efter 'delegstes I 
5 “Bates must have been members for at lesst six months inns lovely” 
seceding the Delegate Meeting. Delegetes of branches formed within 


t period shall sit and vote only wit 
tena a eee y h the consent of the Delegate 


Southend Branch. Rule 20 lines 5 and 6. 


insérG --» "On the deman 


"Delete third paragroph and 
of any Delegate a cerd vote must be teken. 
Delegates then present to record only the votes of those who hove 
voted cither at the summoned branch meetings or by post'." Lost 12-29. 


South-West London Branch. Rule 20 lines 5 end 6, "Delete whole 
sentence from... 'ir denende . PO oe. ranches represgented',” 
Lost 9-31. 


Southend Branch. Rulehec, 1ncish parsgreph after line 6. "Insert e 
fresh paragraph after ne as follows ... 'On the demand of any 
Delcgate o card vote must be teken. The Delegates then present to 
record only the votes of those who have voted either at the summoned 
branch moctings or by post'." Lost 12-28. 


Chiswick Branch, Rule 23, linc 2. - "Delete ... ‘submit s report for 
the previous yeor, ond’ ...." Cd, 28-6. 


Southend Branch. New Rule. "A1] Gentrel Bronch members shall be 
circoulsrised with thc agenda of Confcrences end Delegate Meetings end 
be given the right to vote by post. Their representation to be on the 
gome basis es that of other branches." Lost 5-35. 


Heekney Branch. New Rule, "All committee members shell be voted for 
Onnuelly, 1-c, ell other committees of the Party such os Propegnnda 

Committee, Publicity Committcs, etc., by vote from the Party. YNomin- 
ations shall be made by the branches." Tost 2-48. 


ELECTORAL ACTION (Cont. ) 


Resolution - Judd snd Leversha "That this Conference recommends the 
E.C. to sct up a permanent committee whose function shall be (1) to 
wetech the growth and development of Perty membership ond (2) to make 
themsclves familis with ell matters concerning electoral activities, 
and to rcport to Delegate Mcctings and Annusl Confercneces, or to the 
E.C. if ncecssory, as to when it is possible to eontest an election" 


Cd. 19-14, 


Resolution - Waite and Fenwick "Thet the E.C. be recommended to 
consider the possibility of electoral activity in Glasgow" 


A Glasgow Brench delegate statcd thet they had » constituency in 


which there wcrc 15 members, but that their difficulty wes shortage 
of speckers. 


The resolution was osrriced 28-3. 


STATUS OF PAID OFFICIALS. 


Resolution - May end Winnie "Thet this Conference recommends thet 
brenches submit written criticisms of the Stetus of Paid Officials 


report to the E.C. and the E.C. report back there 
a ae D Qa ercon to the 1944 


Amendment - MeLeughlin Junr. (S.W. London) 


end lee ; 
Fowlcie, io. tho 1944 Dotleaie ie eee ae ces (Manchester) 


and insert ‘to s special 


- 125°" 


Perty Mecting'" Lost 5-29, ¢ -_ é ed 
i iimenanivst - McLoughlin Junr. end Hempson "Delcte 'thercon ... Mee tty, 2.0% 
end inscrt 'to the Perty for a decision’ (Cd. 30-9, 100 ag 


Sup. res. ed. 24-5, bas 


‘ Oo” 
MISCELLANEOUS R , # 

s . 

(F) - Hackncy Brench. "Theat the emergi ns voted, for by oy 
the Delegate Mecting in October 1938 b % 


that the Government do not consider the 
tenee of the state. Further that the — 
ferred to the Party's banking account." 


Bloomsbury Brench Amendment. "That the @ 

for by the Delegate Meeting in October of 

The General Secretory read to Confere 
resolution referred to. . 7 


The amendment wes cerricd 40-3. Sube 


= - Polmcrs Green. "That this Contiexmem 
8 not necessary or dcsirable that branche 
of the Executive Committce in order to wr 
policy etc., end thet branches should be 


comrade to cerry out their wishes." 


In support of the resolution 1t was ¢ 
restriction hampered brenches in their 
members of the Perty should be conside 
press metters. 


= 


The résolution was carried 25-23, 


(H) - Southend Brench. "Thet clause (b 
Orders be amende o read ... ‘In the é 
Stending Orders end/or any other quest 
ruling of the Chrirmen shell be binding 
the following motions: ‘That the Chai 
t the Cheirman shell eecept a vote of dire 
if seconded shall be put to the meeting 


, 


(I) - South-West London Branch. "That 
o Party Conference to discuss and oe 


Spat Unions." 


In support of the resolution it 

; arrived for the Party to take a 
activity. Other political parties 
S.P.G.B. hed not - the gquestion sh 
that his branch would support 
to henr what differences there 
Against the resolution it w. 

& Party conference os our posi 
trouble, if it existed, might 
disagreed with our position. 
During the discussion the 
Comredc L. Lee (Central Bran 
Union Advisory Sub-Committee. 
the H.C. after branches end C 
to make nominations. Its d 
E.C. a comprehcnsoive report, 
would outline the best math 
to ond within the Trade 


The resolution was lost 


8 Oey 
* ‘ ‘ > - 13 = 
Oy *e2 MISCELLANECUS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION. 
. & © 
» db « & thend Branch " 
z.0 ‘ ~ Joutneng prenon, That Conference 5 : 
Pp fee °, for Amendments to Rules." ae eee Peaetly the 
ie De ae 
%9 oO “6 0», au 
6% 2 ‘tion wos teken on this but an alternative proposel was put 
a er th t in futursc where the meening of proposed Phe to 
ty, 3 not entiroly clear or the reesons which hed prompted then, 
an o. brenehes concerned should circularise other brenches with en 
no, tion prior to the Conference. 
‘eg 
. cli) - Lewishem Branch. "The payment of fercs or expenses to members 


mncetion with their normal B.C. duties." 


It was asked whether the expenses of privincisl members who might 
elceted to the E.C. would be met out of Party funds snd if go 

could the funds stand such en expense. It was cleimed thet it would 
be desirable to heve a provincial member scrving on the E.C. even if 
he could attend only once a month. The Conference were informed thet 
the B.C. adoptcd the principle of paying out-of-nocket expenses to 
members cngeged on Party work, but of course the question could arise 
°s to whether funds could stend the heavy expense incurred by provin- 
cial members of the E.C. It wes urged that the H.C. should not be 
in o position to dccide whether or not a provinciol member of the 
B.C. should hnve his fercs peld. This method actuelly plroed in the 

honds of the E.C. the power to prevent on E.C. member taking his scat. 


OTHER BUSINESS. 


PROVINCIAL PRESS. 

The Generrl Sceretary read a suggestion received from Comrade C. 
Allien (Centrel Brench) thet provincial members should make more use 
of the lcttcr pege of their local press to propsgete the Prineiples 
end Policy of the Perty. 


The Conference terminated at 5.45 p.m. 


Cc. C. GROVES. 
Genercl Seerctery. 
Rugby Chambers, 


2, Rugby Street, 
London, W.C, l. 


DELEGATION. 


Totel possible ... 58 Delegates representing 20 Branches. 


Present: - 
ist Day 
2nd Day 


ord Day 


Hecles and Usmilton brenehes were unrcpr 
" esented. : 
no delegate on the third day. 7 oe oe 


Collections amounti to £21.19 ; 
procecdings of the Co neeeee ee s.5d. werc token up during the 


